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This information should answer some of your questions about the trip and give you a better idea of what we 
will do day-to-day. It doesn’t hope to answer everything. If you have any questions please get in touch. 

 

 

 
Canoe boat ride in Backwaters in Kerala 

 
 
 
 

 7th century Mamallapuram monuments ( a UNESCO World Heritage Site) 
 

 India’s Little France – Puducherry 
 

 Magnificent mansions of Chettinad 
 

 Backwater Cruise 
 

 Relax on the beach at Kovalam 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

HighPlaces Ltd. 2 Classic South India 

 

About the trip 
 
Travel to India and embark on this classic South India tour from Chennai to Kovalam Beach. Lush, 
tropical South India is charming, captivating and hospitable. Discover a thousand shades of green and 
share smiles with the friendly local people. Experience the culture, religion and history of this region in 
its small rural towns, quaint fishing villages and scented spice plantations. This is a fabulous part of 
India; travelling here is an unforgettable experience. 
 
India 
High Places began in India in 1987 when our very first trip set off to trek in the Garhwal Himalayas 
in north India. We have gradually widened our destinations and now also go to Ladakh, Sikkim and 
Kerala. If you are looking for an authentic and active holiday in India, we are the specialists. 
Moreover we continue to hold India in great respect and have a deep regard for the land and its 
peoples. To travel with High Places here will disprove many of the myths you might hold and leave 
you with a sense of wonder and incredulity. There is a life-force in India which we may already 
have lost in the west. You must go and see for yourself. 
 
Kerala 
Kerala is a special place. Its landscape is indisputably beautiful - a green and luxuriant strip of land 
backed by mountains, fringed with surf, rich in spice plantations and coconut palms, relaxed and 
tranquil under the tropical sun. But it is more than that. The first freely elected socialist society in 
the world, Kerala now claims the highest standards of health care, the highest literacy rate and 
land ownership in the entire developing world. 
 
Transport 
For most of the trip we have a private bus/car. On the backwaters we use our own private boat. 
 
 
 

 
 

Chinese fishing nets Kochi 
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DAY-TO - DAY ITINERARY 
This itinerary will always need to remain flexible and may change due to weather conditions, the pace of 
the group or other unforeseen circumstances. Times and distances are approximate. (B,L,D) refers to 
meals included in the trip cost: breakfast, lunch, dinner. 
 
This trip is 15 days ex- CHENNAI. The first and last days refer to the days of arrival in and 
departure from TRIVANDRUM, and may not be the days you leave or return home. 
 
 
 
Day 1    Arrive at Chennai and drive through Chennai city to Mamallapuram ( 56 kms ). 

Mamallapuram in the 7th century was a port city of the South Indian dynasty of the 
Pallavas and is believed to have been named after the Pallava king Mamalla. It has 
various historic monuments built largely between the 7th and 9th centuries and has been 
classified as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.( B ) 

 
Day 2 Today we visit the important monuments;  Thirukadalmallai;  Varaha Cave Temple – a 

small rock-cut temple dating back to the 7th century; Pancha Rathas (Five Chariots) – 
five monolithic pyramidal structures named after the Pandavas (Arjuna, Bhima, 
Yudhishtra, Nakula and Sahadeva) and Draupadi. An interesting aspect of the rathas is 
that, despite their sizes they were not built rather each of these was carved from one 
single large piece of stone.( B ). 

 
Day 3   Drive to Puducherry via Mallapuram – (140 kms) 
  Morning drive to Puducherry,  late afternoon visit to Sri Aurobindo Ashram. ( B ) 
 
Day 4 Drive to Thanjavur  (Tanjore) – ( 180 kms), en route we visit the ancient temples at 

Chidambaram and Kumbakonam.  Afternoon,  we visit the famous Brahadeeswara 
Temple, (a UNESCO World Heritage Site) built by Rajaraja Chola, the first sailor king of 
India.  ( B )  

 
Day 6 After breakfast we leave for Karaikudi (140 kms), visiting en route the Rock Fort and 

Srirangam temples at Tiruchirapalli . This city, commonly known as Trichy and formerly 
also pronounced as Trichinopoly (under British rule), is the fourth largest city of the 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu (after Chennai, Coimbatore, Madurai). It is home to many 
historic temples, monuments, churches and mosques.( B ) 

 
Day 7  Visit to Karaikudi and the surrounding villages.  

We take a nature walk to visit artisans’ workshops and admire the splendid architecture 
of the mansions, reflecting the opulence of a bygone era.  We learn about the unique art 
of making Athangudi tiles, manufactured in the nearby village of Athangudi, of sand, 
water, cement and pigments to form simple but unique patterns.( B )  

 
Day 8  Drive to Madurai (92 kms), the second largest city in Tamil Nadu, after Chennai.  

Madurai, at over 2,500 years, one of the oldest cities in India, a land so soaked in history 
that every sculpture in every temple tells a story. A city with marvelous monuments, 
places of worship and a fine blend of tradition and modernity. In the afternoon: we visit 
the Thirumalai Nayak Palace and the Sree Meenakshi temple.( B )  

 
Day 9  We continue our drive to Thekkady ( 110 kms) 
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Thekkady - Periyar National Park is an important tourist attraction in Kerala. It is home to  
herds of elephants,  somber,  tigers, gaur, lion-tailed Macaques  and  Nilgiri Langurs.  
The Wildlife Sanctuary is spread across 777 sq km (300 sq mi), of which 360 sq km  
(140 sq mi) is thick evergreen forest.  The Wild Life Sanctuary was declared a Tiger 
Reserve in 1978. Thekkady is considered a heaven of natural spices, such as black 
pepper, cardamom, cinnamon and cloves.  So in the late afternoon we visit a Spice 
Farm; we will see how tea and spices are produced from the plantation to the factory.  
We walk through the avenue of Cardamom trees that provides shade to the small pods 
which grow from the bottom of the plant. We glimpse Cinnamon plants, Rubber trees 
and Coffee bushes. ( B )  

 
Day 10 Early morning:  We have an optional boat-ride on Lake Periyar, an incredible way to 

experience the sanctuary.  And then we drive to Kochi. Later this evening, we have the 
option of visiting a Kathakali Dance Centre, where we can witness the 'Kathakali', a 
special dance form of Kerala, with its origins in the 'Theyyam', a ritual tribal dance of 
North Kerala.( B ) 

 
 
Day 11 Kochi (formerly known as Cochin) is the commercial capital of Kerala. The city is one of 

the principal seaports of the country and is located in the district of Ernakulam. Occupied 
by the Portuguese in 1503, Kochi was the site of the first European colonial settlement in 
India. It remained the capital of Portuguese India until 1530, when Goa became the 
capital. The city was later occupied by the Dutch, the Mysore and the British. Kochi was 
the first princely state to willingly join the Indian Union, when India gained independence 
in 1947.  Today we will have  a guided tour of Kochi city, visiting the Dutch Palace, 
Jewish Synagogue , St. Francis Church. The tour ends in the Fort Kochi area where you 
can walk through the historical Dutch and Portuguese buildings.( B )  

 
Day 12   Transfer to Alappuzha (65 kms) to board Houseboat. 

Alappuzha town (also known as Alleppey) is considered to be the oldest planned town in 
this region and the lighthouse built on the coast of the town is the first of its kind along 
the Arabian coast. A town with picturesque canals, backwaters, beaches, and lagoons, it 
was described as the "Venice of the East" by Lord Curzon. The Backwaters of 
Alappuzha are the most popular tourist attraction in Kerala. A houseboat cruise in these 
backwaters is a delightful experience. We will board our private Deluxe Houseboat to 
explore the Kerala backwaters. All meals are prepared and served on board.( B / L / D ) 

 
 
Day 13  After breakfast we arrive at Alappuzha jetty, and drive to Kovalam (158 kms) ( B )  
 
Day 14 Kovalam is an internationally renowned beach with three adjacent crescent beaches. It 

has been a favorite haunt of tourists, especially Europeans, since the 1930s. A massive 
rocky promontory on the beach has created a beautiful bay of calm waters ideal for sea 
bathing.  Besides the scenic beauty of the place, the numerous beach activities in 
Kovalam are a major attraction of this beautiful beach on the Arabian Sea.  Rest of the 
day is spent at your leisure for independent activities or an optional trip to Kanyakumari 
(90 kms – one way). ( B ) 

 
 
Day 15: Transfer to the Trivandrum Airport (14 Kms ) in time to connect your onward flight. ( B ) 


